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Whilst the yield of silk from spring cocoons is thus still greater
than from autumn cocoons, more than half Japan's silk is now
obtained from the later crop, safe from the vagaries of spring.
There has also been a remarkable increase of yield of silk per
unit weight of eggs incubated :
1909-13.    i Ib. of eggs yielded 1,071 Ib. of spring cocoons
or 796 Ib. of autumn cocoons.
1925.    i Ib. of eggs yielded 2,018 Ib. of spring cocoons or
1,650 Ib. of autumn cocoons.
Roughly i Ib. of raw silk is obtained from 10 to n Ib. of cocoons.
It is scarcely necessary to add that there is now very little hand
reeling of silk.
Owing to the lack of pasturage Japan is not a great stock-
breeding country. Among horses native breeds have largely
given place to cross-breds, stallions being imported from Australia
and England. Similarly the native horned cattle are being
replaced by cross-breds. Devon, Ayrshire and Shorthorn cattle
were imported and, more recently, Holstein and Simmenthal,
The increased demand for dairy produce has given rise to the
breeding of dairy cows. Japan has practically no sheep, except
on some Government farms. Sheep, goats and pigs are all,
however, being bred in increasing numbers. Between 1916 and
1926 sheep increased in numbers from 3,370 to 17,901, and in
1932 totalled over 34,000 ; goats, 109,353 to 179,089 (325,000
in 1932) ; pigs, from 327,891' to 621,466 (1,600,000 in 1932).
Fisheries* The continental shelf around Japan is one of
the great fishing-grounds of the world and fish forms an important
supplement to the diet of rice and vegetables, The Buddhist
aversion to a meat diet has tended to confirm the importance
of the fisheries. No less than 400,000 boats, mostly small open
craft, are engaged on the Japanese fishing-grounds, but steam
trawlers are gradually coming into use. Nearly 1,500,000 people
are engaged in the fishing industry, including 5oo>ooo women and
children. The per capita catch is only about one-fifteenth of
that in England, though the total value, which has fluctuated
between 235,000,000 and 275,000,000 yen in recent years (1919-
34), is greater than that of British fisheries. The chief food fishes
include herring, sardine and anchovy, mackerel, bonito, tunny,
yellow tail, sea bream, cuttle-fish, flatfish, squid and octopus,
lobsters, prawns, etc. In addition to the food fish, secondary
products are worth between 150 and 200 million yen annually;
fish guano, dried bonito, dried cuttle-fish and squid being some
of the chief items. The cuttle-fish, squid and octopus are increas-
ingly consumed at home and in China; sea-cucumber or b6che-
de-mer is found round the coasts of Honshu and in Hokkaido